Message

From: Nance, Earthea [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=5A54D6F295DB49BFOB334B7D971D789F-NANCE, EART]
Sent: 7/18/2022 12:51:42 AM

To: Wooden-Aguilar, Helena [Wooden-Aguilar.Helena@epa.gov]; Iris Gonzalez [gonzalez.delia@epa.gov]; 'Dwyer,
Stacey' [Dwyer.Stacey@epa.gov]; Shaikh, Taimur [Shaikh.Taimur@epa.gov]

cC: Suea Davis [Davis.Suea@epa.gov]; 'James Turk (turk.james@epa.gov)' [turk.james@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Meeting request concerning Matagorda Ship Channel Dredging, Alcoa Superfund Site, Max Midstream

Attachments: 2022-07-11 Matagorda Bay Meeting Request.pdf

Dear All,
This email floated downriver on me and I'm just now seeing it. Please follow up, thanks.

-E

From: Lauren Fleer <ifleer@environmentalintegrity.org>

Sent: Monday, July 11, 2022 2:38 PM

To: Nance, Earthea <Nance.Earthea@epa.gov>

Cc: Hunt, Laura <Hunt.Laura@epa.gov>; Ardizzone, Chuck CA <chuck_ardizzone@fws.gov>; Diane Wilson

egaines@earthjustice.org; chbeasley@earthworksaction.org; Joanie Steinhaus <joanie@tirn.net>
Subject: Meeting request concerning Matagorda Ship Channel Dredging, Alcoa Superfund Site, Max Midstream

Dear Dr. Nance:

Thank you again for your visit to Port Lavaca, Texas on March 17 to meet with community stakeholders and scientists
about the proposed Matagorda Ship Channel dredging project. We would like to schedule a follow-up meeting with you
and your staff, as we have new information to share.

Since our last meeting, the Army Corps Galveston District and EPA Region 6 have agreed that it is necessary to conduct
additional sediment sampling of the mercury-impacted sediments within the project footprint. We are glad that this
additional sampling will be conducted and look forward to reviewing the sampling plan once it is available.

We believe that the sampling results must be included in a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement {EIS) and be
made available for public review and comment. Stakeholders have a right to know the potential impacts of the project
and agencies should not move forward with construction before the environmental consequences have been fully
evaluated. The Corps is preparing to advertise the first dredging contract within the next few months. We respectfully
urge EPA to go on record and recommend that the Corps complete a Supplemental EIS before awarding any
construction contracts.

We have requested EPA’s intervention on Texas Commission on Environmental Quality's {TCEQ) recent issuance of
minor New Source Review permit 162941, which authorizes a significant expansion of Max Midstream Texas, LLC's
Seahawk Crude Terminal located in Point Comfort, Texas. The undersigned groups have raised serious concerns about
the air permit and the Terminal's capacity to emit above major source thresholds. TCEQ denied our requests for a
contested case hearing and issued the permit on April 8, 2022. We request that EPA write a letter clarifying that Texas
may not use its state-law contested case hearing process to limit our access to judicial review of TCEQ's air permitting
decisions.

On a positive note, a nest of Kemp's ridley sea turtle eggs and hatchlings was found on Magnolia Beach on June 13,

2022. The nesting location is on the southern shore of Matagorda Bay as shown in the figure below. The Kemps' ridley
sea turtle is the official state sea turtle of Texas and is critically endangered. This remarkable event underscores the
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ecological significance of Matagorda Bay and the importance of the habitat it provides. The turtle nest was located just
100 yards away from the Army Corps’ dredged material placement area and constitutes new information that should be

evaluated in a Supplemental EIS.

We request a follow-up meeting with you this summer. Time is of the essence, as the Corps is preparing to solicit the
first of four dredging contracts in the coming months, before the project’s risks to the Alcoa Superfund remedy, public
health, fisheries, environmental justice communities, and climate change have been fully evaluated.

Sincerely,

Lauren Fleer

Environmental Engineer

Center for Applied Environmental Science
Environmental Integrity Project
773-616-0940

Diane Wilson

San Antonio Bay Estuarine Waterkeeper
600 Ramona Road

Seadrift, TX 77983

361-218-2353

Joanie Steinhaus
Turtle Island Restoration Network
409-795-8426

joanie@tirm.net

Erin Gaines

Senior Attorney, Earthjustice

10900 Research Blvd, Ste 160C PMB 3021
Austin, TX 78759

512-720-5354

exaines@earthiustice.org

Ethan Buckner

Chrystal Beasley

Earthworks

346-330-1855
cheasleyi@earthworksaction.org

Robin Schneider

Jeffrey Jacoby

Texas Campaign for the Environment
814 San Jacinto Blvd., Suite 408
Austin, TX 78701

512-502-4718
effreviitemsenvironmenbors
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